Angels & Advent
Day 1
The Angel Gabriel Appears to
Zachariah
Reading:Luke 1:5-25

Luke 1:5-25:
5In the days of Herod, King of Judea,* there was a priest named Zechariah of the priestly
division of Abijah; his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.c
6Both were righteous in the eyes of God, observing all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord blamelessly.
7But they had no child,* because Elizabeth was barren and both were advanced in years.d
8Once when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn before God,
9according to the practice of the priestly service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of
the Lord to burn incense.e 10Then, when the whole assembly of the people was praying
outside at the hour of the incense offering, 11the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at
the right of the altar of incense. 12Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon
him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,* Zechariah, because your prayer has been
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John.f
14And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,
15for he will be great in the sight of [the] Lord. He will drink neither wine nor strong drink.* He
will be filled with the holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb,g
16and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.
17He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah* to turn the hearts of fathers toward
children and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to prepare a people fit for
the Lord.”h

18Then Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
wife is advanced in years.”
19And the angel said to him in reply, “I am Gabriel,* who stand before God. I was sent to
speak to you and to announce to you this good news.
20But now you will be speechless and unable to talk* until the day these things take place,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled at their proper time.”j
21Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and were amazed that he stayed so
long in the sanctuary.
22But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He was gesturing to them but remained mute.
23Then, when his days of ministry were completed, he went home.
24After this time his wife Elizabeth conceived, and she went into seclusion for five months,
saying,
25“So has the Lord done for me at a time when he has seen fit to take away my disgrace
before others.”k

Reflect:
“Surrender your own poverty and acknowledge your nothingness to
the Lord. Whether you understand it or not, God loves you, is present
in you, lives in you, dwells in you, calls you, saves you and offers you
an understanding and compassion which are like nothing you have
ever found in a book or heard in a sermon.” ― Thomas Merton

